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INTRODUCTION:

REVIEW:
1. Paul wishes grace and peace from the Father and Christ to the household of a beloved fellow-

worker, Philemon, and to the [Colossian] church in his home (1:1-3).

2. [Paul thankfully prays for his loving & faithful friend to gain greater recognition of Christ’s work in
His body (the church) to energize him] because he is thankful that Philemon already refreshes
believers (1:4-7)

3. [Based on praying for Philemon to gain a greater recognition of Christ’s work in His body] Paul
appeals for Philemon to receive voluntarily the formerly useless Onesimus as a beloved brother
forever, though Paul could have commanded this & though Paul wanted to keep Onesimus (8-16)

EXPOSITION:
[As an inference from Paul appealing to Philemon, rather than forcing him] he ought to receive

Onesimus as he would receive Paul because they are partners (17)

[The reason Philemon ought to receive Onesimus as he would receive Paul is because] Paul, who
saved Philemon’s life, commits to repay anything stolen by Onesimus (18-19)
Does Paul twist Philemon’s arm?

A correction in the translation:
Rather than saying “not to mention that you owe me your own self besides”

o

it should read: mention that you owe me your own self besides”



[Thus] Paul urges Philemon to give him joy and to refresh him in the Lord (20)

Paul appeals to Philemon, because he knows that he will do even more than he asks (21)
What does Paul ask? How does Paul expect Philemon to exceed this?

Paul requests that Philemon prepare the guest room, because he expects (through Philemon’s
prayers) to visit him (22)

[As an inference from Paul appealing to Philemon, rather than forcing him] he ought to receive
Onesimus as he would receive Paul (1) because they are partners, and (2) [because] Paul—who saved
Philemon’s life—commits to repay anything stolen by Onesimus, so Philemon ought to give Paul joy
and refresh him in the Lord—which he will do—because Paul knows that he will exceed Paul’s
request; and Philemon ought to prepare the guest room for Paul, because he expects to visit (17-22)

Paul’s fellow-prisoners and fellow-laborers in Rome wish grace from the Lord Jesus Christ upon
Philemon (23-25)

Conclusion



